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This 214-pound first-stage bucket is capable of 
developing more than 600 horsepower. Steam 
pressure, 1200 pounds; temperature, 950 F 








GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


HE present-day turbine bucket is 
in itself the highest tribute that 
can be paid to the designer, the metallur- 
gist, and the operating engineer. For in it 
are combined the results of 40 years of in- 
tensive research and development. {| Tur- 
bines. We know of no other machine in 
which temperature and stress are combined 
in such a torturous union. Where steam is 
admitted at a temperature hot enough to 
set fire to wood, and exhausted a fraction 
of a second later too cool for a comfortable 
bath. And the buckets—hundreds of them 
—move faster than the speed of sound. 
Those are conditions with which the in- 
genuity of man has had to deal. {| Yet, the 
electrical industry has learned to expect 
the turbine to operate more reliably and 
efficiently and do more work, with each 
new design. And that is our right. We have 
made it so through the close co-operation 
of builder and user. {| As you look at the 
record of the industry, look also at the 
record of General Electric turbine-genet® 
tors. There is hardly a better criterion of 


electrical progress. 
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SEC Sees Integration 
Aiding Utility Industry 


Chairman Frank says commission cannot make a gilt-edge security 


out of wallpaper — Outlines way for holding companies to divest 
themselves of investments in scattered properties 


By JEROME N. FRANK 


Chairman Securities and Exchange Commission 


Strangely, little has been said or 
written lately regarding the effect of 
Section 11 of the Public Utility Hold- 
ing Company Act on utility operating 
companies and operating company se- 
curities. 

Five years ago, when the act was 
under consideration, many alarmist 
pronouncements were heard to the ef- 
fect that Section 11 spelled doom to the 
market for the securities of operating 
utilities, that integration meant liquida- 
tion and that liquidation meant the 
dumping of securities, with disaster 
for every investor in operating com- 
pany securities. Informed analysts are 

ming aware of the fact that these 
early fears were highly exaggerated 
and that enforcement of Section 11 will 
not inevitably result in the dumping of 
operating company securities. 


Will Not Destroy Value 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission cannot make a gilt-edged se- 
curity out of wallpaper, but if the gold 
is there, Section 11 will not destroy a 
particle of it. Nowhere is this more 
true than in the case of operating com- 
pany securities. The entire Holding 

pany Act is designed to improve 
Position of the operating company. 

» the act throughout recognizes 
something which the financiers of the 
seemed to forget—that the back- 


bone of the utility industry is the oper- 
ating company and not the financial 
superstructure. The basic philosophy of 
the act is that the development of the 
industry must be geared to the operat- 
ing systems and not to the paper 
empires above. 

The origins of integration policy are 
to be found in the seven-year study of 
utility corporations made by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, in which Judge 
Robert E. Healy, now a Commissioner 
of the S.E.C., took an active part; in 
the’ voluminous record of exhaustive 
hearings before committees of the Con- 
gress, in the studies made by Dr. Wal- 
ter M. W. Splawn, in findings of the 
National Power Policy Committee and 
in the Senate and House debates. On 
the basis of the facts disclosed in those 
investigations, Congress, in Section 11, 
adopted as a national policy the view 
expressed in the statutory definition of 
“integration.” The fundamental notion 
as set forth in the statute (omitting 
complicated details) is this: To bring 
about compact geographical units “not 
so large as to impair (considering the 
state of the art and the area or region 
affected) the advantages of localized 
management, efficient operation and the 
effectiveness of regulation.” 

Section 11 of the Holding Company 
Act directs that a registered holding 
company shall confine its interests to 
a single integrated public utility sys- 


Electrical World 





April 13, 1940 


tem (as defined in the act), and to such 
other businesses as are reasonably inci- 
dental, or economically necessary to 
appropriate thereto. Additional inte- 
grated systems may be retained if the 
company can show: 

A. That such additional systems cannot 


be operated as independent units without 
loss of substantial economies. 


B. That such additional systems are 
located in one state or in adjoining states, 
or in a contiguous foreign country. 


C, That the resulting aggregation is not 
so large as to impair (considering the 
state of the - and the area or region 
affected) the advantages of localized man- 
agement, efficient operation and the effec- 
tiveness of regulation. 

The Act makes it the “duty” of the 
SEC to bring about integration. 

Section 11 does not contemplate and 
should not bring about indiscriminate 
forced liquidation by holding compa- 
nies of operating company securities. 
Some holding companies may seek to 
comply with Section 11 by selling their 
holdings in scattered properties to the 
public through ordinary investment 
banking channels. The securities may 
be sold locally to consumers and small 
private investors, or they may be dis- 
tributed more widely among the larger 
institutional investors and investment 
companies. Common stocks of sound 
operating utilities have shown them- 
selves to be in demand. 


Retire Securities 


Indeed, the protest that operating 
company common stocks cannot be sold 
at the present time is revealed as 
absurd in the light of the recent suc- 
cess of the offering by Indianapolis 
Power & Light Company, the largest 
utility common stock issue in the past 
ten years. We have also seen the com- 
mon stock issues of Newport Electric 
and Washington Gas Light eagerly 
taken by investors. 

As operating securities are sold, hold- 
ing company securities will be retired, 
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AT CROSSROADS—Wendell L. Willkie, president of Commonwealth & Southern Corp.. 


who has stirred. national thinking toward private enterprise and its part in national 
economy by his frank discussion last week before the Boston Chamber of Commerce. 
L. to r—Charles E. Spencer Jr., president of First National Bank of Boston: Mr. Willkie, 
Oscar W. H. Haussermann, president of the chamber, and Charles Francis Adams, 
chairman of the Board of State Street Trust Company 





so that the net effect of these essen- 
tially refunding transactions will be 
to replace holding company securities 
with sound operating company securi- 
ties. In my opinion, such exchanges 
will gradually relieve the market for 
utility securities from the stigma which 
has marked the securities of some hold- 
ing companies, and simultaneously im- 
prove the credit position of local and 
regional operating companies. 


Method Variations 


Variations on this method of com- 
pliance include the exchange of stock 
and properties among the several sys- 
tems to the end that each may ulti- 
mately obtain the most economical and 
efficient integrated unit. 

The capital structure of other sys- 
tems will readily permit distribution 
in kind to the holding company’s own 
security holders. If the securities are 
pledged under collateral trust inden- 
tures, or if for some other reason they 
are not available for distribution, the 
commission has the power to ap- 
prove a fair and equitable plan to 
overcome these obstacles to distribu- 
tion. Claims against the whole prop- 
erty of the holding company are thus 
converted into separate claims against 
individual parts of the properties, just 
as similar readjustments have been 
made in industrial securities pursuant 
to judicial decrees under the federal 
anti-trust laws. 

These and other devices permit ex- 
isting systems to rearrange or reduce 
their holdings in conformity with the 
act so that each company controls a 
single integrated utility system, except 
as permitted under the “A-B-C” stand- 
ards of Section 11 (b) (1). Operating 
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utilities which are a part of any such 
system under this procedure, may or 


may not be subject to regulation under 


the act. 

To the extent that stockholders’ in- 
terests represent true equities in the 
earnings and assets of operating prop- 
erties, they will, then, suffer no losses 
as a result of affirmative integration 
under Section 11. 

If there are doubts, however, and if 
holding company managers are unwill- 
ing to give up their diversified interests 
in properties scattered throughout the 
country, there is another wholly dif- 
ferent but extremely simple course 
open to them. I refer to compliance by 
insulation from control. This needs ex- 
planation: 


An Alternative Method 


In general, a holding company, un- 
der the act, is a company that con- 
trols an operating gas or electric utility 
company, and a subsidiary company is 
simply a company controlled by a 
holding company. The single indispen- 
sable factor, therefore, in the holding 
company-subsidiary relationship is not 
the ownership of securities by the par- 
ent, but the existence in the parent 
of power to direct or control the affairs 
of its subsidiary. Thus, a holding com- 
pany may comply with Section 11 by 
releasing control of its subsidiaries and 
assuming the status of a true invest- 
ment company. 

Commissioner Eicher, when he was a 
member of the House committee, force- 
fully presented this alternative in his 
“Additional Views” which accompanied 
the House report on the original bill: 


. . « the Senate bill makes it possible for 
any giant holding company to maintain 


intact its existing corporate struct 
however intricate and confusing, and 
retain intact the ownership of all of its 
assets, however heterogeneous and geo. 
a diverse, upon one condition, 
t condition is that it satisfies the Se. 
curities and Ex Commission that it 
has ceased to be a holding company within 
the meaning of the bill, i.e., that it has 
ceased to exercise any controlling influence 
over the management and policies of any 
electric- or gas-operating company and has 
become simply a passive investment com. 
pany, holding its assets and the income 
therefrom for the benefit of its security 


holders. Here certainly is a “grandfather's 


clause” fully protecting all ancient equities 
which the giant holding companies have 
acquired for their indispensable widows 
and orp 

How can this be done? By enfran. 
chisement of the bondholders and pre. 
ferred-stock holders of the operating 
companies; by voiding of a portion of 
the voting rights on the securities held 
by the holding company, or by any 
other method which would clearly in. 
sulate the parent from the power of 
control. 


Return Control 


For many holding companies the 
simplest method of accomplishing this 
transformation will be to give presently 
disfranchised independent holders of 
operating securities power to elect di- 
rectors in such manner and degree as 
to satisfy the commission that the hold- 
ing company has no residual av- 
thority or influence over operating man- 
agement. The great mass of utility in- 
vestors will undoubtedly benefit by the 
enfranchisement of senior security 
holders (whose stake in the enterprise 
is usually at least three times more 
substantial than that of the holding 
company), and there is no reason to 
believe that holding companies will 
suffer unfairly from their loss of con- 
trol. Directors are trustees for all se 
curity holders. Once holding company 
influence is removed, the influence of 
local management will be increased, 
and if the holding company chooses, 
there is always open to it the genuine 
possibility of advantageous distribu- 
tion of sizable blocks of junior secuti- 
ties of operating companies to substat 
tial investors who would welcome the 
opportunity of being able once again 
to look after their own investments. 


Service Units 


The fear that this divorcement will 
operate to deprive subsidiary utility 
companies of servicing benefits n0 
otherwise obtainable has been exae 
gerated. Time and again it has bee 
shown that the large operating com 
pany can get along perfectly well with 
its own local management, and alth 
smaller companies have occasio 
found the servicing relationship usé 
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it is not clear that such servicing is 
always indispensable to their continued 
effective functioning. Many small mu- 
nicipal plants and some privately 
owned are wholly independent of out- 
side affiliations. But even if we ulti- 
mately find that the best talent is not 
available to the management of small 
independent aggregations of capital, 
there is no reason why a group of such 
companies cannot form independent 
servicing corporations for their mutual 
benefit. When a company undertakes 
to buy the full panoply of management, 
there is always danger that it may be 
selling control, yet even this problem 
will yield to cautious experimentation, 
preperly safeguarded, without danger 
to the public interest or the interests 
of investors or the interests of inves- 
tors or consumers. The act provides the 
necessary flexibility. 

Through the integration provisions 
and through other provisions of the 
act the financial condition of the public 
utility industry will be greatly strength- 
ened so that the industry can healthily 
expand, under private ownership and 
management, to meet new demands and 
withstand possible future economic 
strains in such a way as to avoid the 
condition in which the railroad indus- 
try finds itself today. 


Supreme Court Postpones 
Hearing in New River Case 


The United States Supreme Court 
this week postponed until next fall con- 
sideration of the government’s New 
River power case, intended to test fed- 
eral authority over private power proj- 
ects on small streams. 

Virginia and West Virginia requested 
the continuance on the ground the extra 
time'‘was needed to prepare adequate 
argument from the limited number of 
copies of the 3,000-page record in the 
case. 

The court set the Appalachian Elec- 
tric Power Co. case for hearing Octo- 
ber 14. The government is appealing 
from an adverse lower court decision. 


Removes Utility Official 


Union Electric Co. of Missouri has 
removed Shurly R. Irish from the office 
of comptroller because of disclosures 

t he participated in expense account 
padding, one of the devices by which 
the company’s former management pro- 
cured slush funds. He said he acted 
under orders of superior executives. 
Mr. Irish was appointed comptroller 
when Oscar F. Funk was dismissed as 
vice-president in charge of accounting. 


Utilities Likely: to Test 
“Death Sentence” Section 


Engineers Public Service opposes “dismemberment” of its system _ 
Says it violates its constitutional rights — SEC grants jextension to 
Electric Bond & Share, Cities Service Power & Light and Middle West 


A broad test of the constitutionality 
of the integration section of the utility 
act appears as replies to the show 
cause orders issued by SEC to nine 
holding companies indicate that the 
utilities are highly opposed to dismem- 
berment of their systems. 

A probable attack on the constitu- 
tionality of the act has been antici- 
pated by the commission. The question 
is whether the test will come before 
public hearings are held or after final 
orders are issued. SEC officials are 
undecided as to the future course of 
integration proceedings and is leaving 
the next move up to the utilities. 


Basis for Test 


Legal grounds for a possible test of 
the constitutionality of the “death sen- 
tence” provision of the act was believed 
to be found in the reply last week of 
Engineers Public Service Co. to the 
SEC show cause order and notice of 
public hearing set for April 26 in 
Washingtop. 

Electric Bond & Share Co. escaped 
a direct reply and submission of a pro- 
posed plan of integration by asking the 
SEC to extend its answer date until a 
final determination was made as to 


whether American Gas & Electric Co. 
and its subsidiary companies are to be 
classified in the Electric Bond & Share 
system. American Gas & Electric asked 
the SEC in April, 1938, to declare it 
not a subsidiary of Electric Bond & 
Share. 

This week the SEC granted Electric 
Bond & Share an extension to April 20 
the time for filing its answer. Indica- 
tions were given that before that date 
SEC would rule on American Gas & 
Electric application. 

Cities Service Power & Light Co. has 
been given until May 13 to answer 
integrations proceedings and Middle 
West, Corp. has until May 9 to file its 
answer. : 

Donald C. Barnes, president of Engi- 
neers Public Service, told the SEC, 
in a 55-page legal document, that dis- 
memberment of its system under Sec- 
tion 11 would violate the constitutional 
rights of the company and its subsidi- 
aries. He said that the dismemberment 
provisions are “unreasonable and arbi- 
trary and beyond the power of Con- 
gress under the commerce clause.” 

The answer alleges that Section 11 
(b) (1) sets up for the commission no 
proper standards for its administration 
and that accordingly the section con- 





NEW SUBSTATION—Power brought in over 26 miles of 115-kv. line from Public Service 
Co, of Colorado system is stepped down here to 2,300 volts to supply construction 
activities at Green Mountain Dam on the Blue River, part of the Colorado-Big Thompson 
project, which has a capacity of 28,200 hp. 
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Wide World 
LABOR BOARD ELECTION—Salvatore Giambioni, laborer of the New York Steam 


Corp., subsidiary of Consolidated Edison, reading the NLRB notice of election at the 
voting last week, when 31,500 employees of the Edison System went to the polls to 
decide on which union will represent them in collective bargaining 





stitutes an unlawful delegation of legis- 
lative and judicial power. 

Taking Virginia Electric & Power 
Co. as the main system and Gulf States 
Utilities Co. and El Paso Electric Co. 
as the two additional systems, the A,B,C 
requirements of Section 11(b)(1) are 
met in that substantial economies would 
be lost if any of these companies were 
operated independently, the company 
stated. It was further stated that the 
additional systems met the require- 
ments of the act. 


Economical Bene fits 


The answer points out that the rea- 
son Engineers acquired interests in 
utility companies widely scattered ter- 
ritorially throughout the United States 
was to obtain diversification in its 
holding company system and the eco- 
nomical benefits such diversification 
would give both to the quantity and 
continuity of the earnings of such scat- 
tered subsidiaries and alleges that de- 
priving Engineers of this economical 
advantage will constitute the taking of 
property from Engineers and its stock- 
holders without due process of law. 

It was also stated that it would be 
impossible for the company to dispose 
of such securities and assets as might 
be required without unwarranted sac- 
rifice of values of the securities, many 
of which are widely held by the public. 

In tossing its integration problem 
back into the lap of the SEC, Electric 
Bond & Share told the commission that 
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it would be “wasteful of time and 
money, would not be productive of use- 
ful results and would not be only preju- 
dicial to the respondents, but prejudi- 
cial to the interest of consumers and 
the public, as well as the-interest of 
many hundreds of thousands of inves- 
tors who hold securities of respondents” 
if any attempt was made to answer or 
to proceed to a hearing before a deter- 
mination was made of the status of 
American Gas & Electric or without 
ample time to assemble the necessary 
information and reach the necessary 
important conclusions. 


N. Y. Utility Employees Vote 
on Collective Bargaining 


The largest election ever conducted 
by the New York regional office of the 


National Labor Relations Board was ~ 


held last week, when about 80 per 
cent of the 31,500 employees of Con- 
solidated Edison Co. went to the polls 
to signify whether they wish to be 
represented in collective bargaining by 
a CIO union, an independent union or 
neither. 

Following the balloting the CIO en- 
tered a protest, hurled a series of 
charges and demanded that Mrs. Eli- 
nore M. Herrick, Regional NLRB di- 
rector, be removed. Mrs. Herrick de- 
layed the counting of the ballots until 
a complete check of employees could 
be made. 
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Opposed by Dealers 


A group of electric appliance dealers 
who have objected to the promotional 
sales program of Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York took action last week 
seeking an injunction charging con. 
spiracy to violate the anti-trust laws in 
a civil suit filed in federal court. The 
Consolidated Edison companies were 
accused of making unfair use of their 
“unique power” as monopolies in the 
utility field against the independent 
dealers. 

Named in the suit, in addition to 
Consolidated Edison and its affiliates, 
were General Electric, Procter Electric, 
R. H. Macy & Co., Inc., Davega, Inc., 
Artistic Lamp Manufacturing Co., and 
others. 

As between the utilities and defend. 
ant manufacturers, the conspiracy was 
alleged to have taken the form of agree- 
ments to pool advertising, good will 
and sales promotion in the sale of the 
manufacturers’ products on the retail 


market. 
* 


SEC Reported in Inquiry 
of Georgia Power Affairs 


Reports were current in Washington 
that the SEC is scrutinizing the finan- 
cial affairs of Georgia Power Co., sub- 
sidiary of Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp. SEC officials refused to confirm 
or deny reports that the inquiry is be- 
ing made. Company officials expressed 
surprise at the report. Preston S. Ark- 
wright, president of Georgia Power, 
said: “I can’t imagine what it would 
be. We haven’t heard anything about 
Ae 

Wendell L. Willkie, president of 
Commonwealth & Southern, in a speech 
last week accused the government of 
compiling a secret file regarding his 
activities and said that government off- 
cials had threatened to “get” him. 


Court Ruling Delays Work 
on Bluestone Dam Project 


Army engineers declare that work 
on the proposed Bluestone flood-control 
dam on the New River has been de- 
layed indefinitely as a result of the 
ruling of Federal Judge George W. 
McClintic. 

Judge McClintic sustained the West 
Virginia Power Company’s demurrer 
to the government’s condemnation peti 
tion against’certain lands “as it now 
stands” and gave the government fur- 
ther time to amend its petition. The 
condemnation petition was for rights 
of-ways to construct the dam. 
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Chicago Utility to Spend 
$100,000,000 on Program 


Chairman Freeman tells Commonwealth Edison stockholders that 
company will add 360.000 kw. to generating capacity in next three 
years — Cites load growth and need for power reserves 


Commonwealth Edison Co. will spend 
approximately $100,000,000 during the 
next three years for new construction 
and expansion of facilities, Charles Y. 
Freeman, chairman, told stockholders 
at their annual meeting last week. Mr. 
Freeman said that this expenditure 
would include replacements and that 
sufficient funds should be available to 
meet these expenditures without the 
need for new financing. 

The program as outlined by Mr. Free- 
man contemplates the addition of 360,- 
000 kw. of additional generating capac- 
ity. He said that this takes into account 
the retirement of certain older units 
now available for service which are to 
be dismantled to make way for the new 
equipment. 


Provides for Reserve 


“This program, according to our engi- 
neering studies,” Mr. Freeman said, 
“should provide not only for the esti- 
mated growth in system load in the 
next three years but also the reserve 
necessary for the proper operation of 
the system.” 

The construction program for 1940 
is now fully under way and involves 
the expenditure of approximately $42,- 
000,000. The two major projects will 
provide more than 200,000 kw. of addi- 
tional capacity at Powerton and North- 
west stations, approximately half of 
which is to be ready this fall and the 
remainder in the fall of 1941. 

Mr. Freeman said that studies are 
being made which contemplate the in- 
stallation of 147,000 kw. capacity at 
Fisk station, to be ready in 1942. The 
25,000 kw. unit for Joliet station of 
Public Service Co. of Northern IIli- 
nois is scheduled for completion by 
the end of 1941. 

At the present time total generating 
capacity is 1,866,000 kw., Mr. Freeman 
said. Last winter the peak load was 
1,542,000 kw. This, however, included 
a temporary emergency supply to a 
neighboring utility. Excluding this, the 
peak load was 1,494,000 kw. 


Rate of Rise Lower 


“Although our electric output for the 
first two months of 1940 showed a satis- 
Ty increase over the corresponding 
months of 1939,” Mr. Freeman told 


stockholders, “the percentage of in- 
crease fell below that of the final quar- 
ter of 1939.” Sales increased 12.9 per 
cent and electric revenues were up 6 
per cent over the first two months of 
last year. The large power and light 
group showed the largest gain in rev- 
enue. The rate of increase, however, 
was only two-thirds of the rate of in- 
crease for the full year 1939. 

Mr. Freeman reported that of the 
$129,431,000 of debentures originally 
issued, more than $88,000,000, or 68 
per cent, have thus far been converted 
into an equal amount of Edison stock. 
This, in effect, is equivalent to selling 
since September 1, 1938, 3,520,000 
shares of common stock. Since the end 
of 1936 the company has issued approx- 
imately $142,000,000 of common stock 
in effecting the financial reorganization 
of the group of companies. 

The present consolidated capitaliza- 
tion now consists of 46 per cent mort- 
gage bonds, 7 per cent convertible 
debentures and 47 per cent Edison 
common stock. Upon the conversion of 
all the debentures the capitalization 


will consist of 46 per cent mortgage 
bonds and 54 per cent Edison common 
stock, 

Net income of the company for 1939 
was equivalent to $2.43 a share. 


Middletown Gas & Electric 
Completes New Power Line 


Middletown Gas & Electric Service 
has completed its new 66,000-volt over- 
head line, costing $272,000. The line 
extends 214% miles from the substation 
at Hartwell to the substation at Tren- 
ton. Necessary changes in the Trenton 
substation involved a further expendi- 
ture of $117,000, making total cost of 
the improvement $389,000. 

Engineers estimate that a lightning 
bolt of 13,800,000 volts will be required 
to “kick it out.” Winds of 60 miles per 
hour can be withstood by the line, which 
was started September 20, 1939, at the 
same time that it is covered with a half- 
inch layer of sleet. 


Organize REA Co-Op 


Directors of five Minnesota units and 
four representatives of the Nodak Co- 
operative have organized the Minn- 
Kota Electric Power Co. to supervise 
REA farm power groups in the Red 
River Valley, with P. J. Conally, Graf- 
ton, N. D., as president. 








FRIANT DAM—The world’s fourth largest concrete dam, under construction by the 

Bureau of Reclamation as part of the irrigation-power projects of the Central Valley 

development on the San Joaquin River, Calif. The dam will be two-thirds of a mile 
across and provide a 15-mile reservoir for irrigation 
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St. Lawrence Supporters 


to Seek Early Approval 


Washington officials predict that negotiations with Canada will be 
completed this month — Will attempt to obtain Senate ratification 
at this session— Canada seen in need of power capacity 


With the Canadian election out of 
the way, Washington officials predict 
that negotiations for a new St. Law- 
rence treaty will be resumed and com- 
pleted some time in April. Upon sign- 
ing, the new pact will be rushed to the 
Senate for ratification as soon as 
mechanically possible in the hopes that 
it will be approved before adjournment. 

There is some talk in Washington 
that President Roosevelt might hold 
Congress in session until the treaty 
is disposed of, regardless of the elec- 
tion-year desires of Senators and Rep- 
resentatives to rush home to rebuild 
their political fences. Unless this is 
done, observers feel there is little chance 
for action on the treaty this session due 
to the lack of congressional enthusiasm 
for the project. 


Joint Resolution 


Observers are inclined to doubt the 
report that supporters of St. Lawrence 
would attempt to push authorization 
through Congress in the form of a 
joint resolution instead of a treaty rati- 
fication. Object of this parliamentary 
move would be to evade the Senate re- 
quirement for a two-thirds favorable 
vote for treaty ratification. Only a 
majority of both houses is necessary 
to pass a joint resolution. 
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The European war has injected a 
new phase in the St. Lawrence project. 
High federal officials have denied that 
Canada’s apparent revival of interest 
in developing hydro-electric power on 
the St. Lawrence had anything to do 
with that country’s war effort. They 
pointed out that the war probably 
would be over before the power plants 
could be completed, within four or 
five years, even if the treaty was rati- 
fied by both governments immediately. 

The real reason for Canada’s anxiety 
for the treaty is that the Ontario Hydro- 
Electric Commission is in desperate 
need of additional power, it is stated. 
Studies by this government several 
years ago led the Administration to the 
conclusion that Ontario would need 
additional power by 1941. As a result 
of this study, the 1938 treaty was for- 
warded to Ottawa by this government, 
it was said. 

Now, however, due to peacetime 
rather than wartime demand, Ontario 
will need additional power before the 
end of this year. When the power short- 
age develops the commission will have 
to buy power from the private com- 
panies in adjacent Quebec at what is 
claimed to be a higher price than pos- 
sible from the St. Lawrence. The only 
alternative is for Ontario to produce 
additional power from coal, which is 
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much more expensive than hydro, it 
was asserted. 

Administration officials in Washing- 
ton say that it is this situation which 
led Premier Hepburn to reverse his 
stand on the St. Lawrence and come 
out in favor last fall. It was indicated 
that the war merely gave him an oppor- 
tunity to reverse himself with grace, by 
asserting that additional power was 
needed for wartime manufacturing. 

However, there is a limit to the ex- 
tent to which the Ontario government 
will go in urging development of the 
St. Lawrence, it was pointed out. If 
this country demands too many conces- 
sions from Canada, then the Ontario 
Commission may find it preferable to 
purchase power from Quebec or to re- 
sort to steam power. 


Virginia Public Service 
Shows Electric Sales Gain 


Martin J. O’Connell, president of 
Virginia Public Service Co. told stock- 
holders at their annual meeting last 
week that electric revenues in 1939 
were 7.4 per cent above 1938. This in- 
crease was attributed to educational 
efforts by the company employees and 
sales efforts of 225 appliance dealers. 

During 1939 a total of 9,209 new elec- 
tric and 673 new gas customers were 
added, among the new electric custom- 
ers being twenty industries which lo- 
cated on the company’s lines and 
employed 1,450 people. 

Last year’s construction program 
amounted to $1,451,765 and included 
the cost of 146 miles of rural lines. A 
$400,000 rate reduction was made last 
year. 


FOOD MEN. STUDY—New England Food Service Equipment Association members at the commercial cooking demonstration 
and buffet supper at Boston Edison's auditorium. Speakers included J. L. Faden, Boston Edison: Garner Cole and Jack Welch. 
Edison General Electric Appliance, and Mark Thompson, president of the visitors’ group 
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Texas Utility Signs 
Elephant Butte Pact 


Distribution of all the Texas power 
of the Elephant Butte Dam project 
through the El Paso Electric Co., a 
subsidiary of the Engineers Public Serv- 
ice Co., has been authorized in a 
twenty-year contract signed by the 
power company and the Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

Spokesmen for the Bureau of Recla- 
mation said the contract called for 
sale of the Texas output of the project, 
approximately 40,000,000 kw.-hr. an- 
nually, to the power company at a 
cost of about $100,000 a year. The 
total generating capacity of the dam is 
expected to be about 90,000,000 kw.-hr. 
annually, but only about 80,000,000 of 
this will be marketable, officials said. 
This power is to be divided equally be- 
tween Texas and New Mexico, and the 
deal with the El] Paso Electric Co. 
means that this utility will distribute 
the total share of Texas in the project. 

The twenty-year contract carries the 
usual stipulation, in accordance with 
the principle of giving preference to 
municipally owned systems, that the 
company must release its rights to the 
city of El Paso if that city should de- 
cide to enter the power and light busi- 
hess on its own. 


Seattle and Bonneville 
Agree on Interconnection 


A tie between Seattle and Bonneville 
Dam has been agreed upon and the 
City Council has initiated the drawing 
of ordinances embodying a ten-year 
contract. 

The ordinance gives the city full au- 
thority to dispense power to its own 
sales area and prevents the govern- 
ment from supplying power to any firm 
or agency in Seattle’s present area ex- 
cept the Puget Sound Power & Light 
Co., without consent of the city. The 
city will sell its reserve power ahead of 

eville. 


Otter Tail Power Seeks 
to Buy New Properties 


Otter Tail Power Co., Fergus Falls, 
Minn, has filed an application with 
the Federal Power Commission for 
authorization to purchase the electric 
facilities of Roberts County Power Co. 
Application of the Roberts County com- 
pany for authorization to sell all its 
physical properties to Otter Tail also 
Sm the hands of the commission. 
Negotiations between the two com- 
panies, which are non-affiliate, have 


fixed a proposed purchase price of 
$35,000 on the properties. 

Otter Tail. transmits and sells at 
wholesale the entire supply of electric 
energy required by Roberts County 
Power Co., delivering it near Hankin- 
son, in Richland County, N. D., 4 miles 
north of the North Dakota-South Da- 


kota state line. 


Dowling Quits SEC Post: 
Shift in Associated 
John J. Dowling, trial counsel for the 


. Securities and Exchange Commission, 


announced this week his resignation 
from that post. He will take a position 
directly under Allen E. Throop, coun- 
sel to the trustees of the Associated Gas 
& Electric Corp., which is reorganizing. 
Before joining the SEC, Mr. Dowling 
was an assistant United States attorney. 
Withdrawal of George M. Le Pine as 
counsel for the Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. and its subsidiary, the Asso- 
ciated Gas & Electric Corp., and sub- 
stitution of Charles M. Travis was 
announced this week. Mr. Le Pine was 
associated with Mr. Travis’ firm in 
presenting a petition for reorganization 
of the two utility companies on Jan- 
uary 11 in the federal court for the 
Northern New York District. The case 
since has been moved to the Southern 
district in New York. Mr. Travis was 
counsel for the company when it fought 
successfully a petition for reorganiza- 
tion brought by a group of creditors. 


Inland Hearing Deferred 


At the request of the Inland Power & 
Light Co. the Federal Power Commis- 
sion has postponed to April 29 the 
hearing previously set for April 8 on 
matters involved in the determination 
of the actual legitimate original cost of 
the company’s initial Ariel hydro-elec- 
tric project No. 935. The project, 
located on the Lewis River, in the state 
of Washington, is listed as having a 
present installation of 55,000 hp., with 
an ultimate possible installation of 
220,000 hp. 





TVA to Add Two Units 


Plans are being made for the early 
installation in Wilson Dam power house, 
as soon as funds are available, of two 
new generating units of 35,000 hp. each, 
according to David E. Lilienthal, TVA 
power director. They will occupy two 
of the ten empty stalls. 





ELECTRICAL WORLD e April 13, 1940 





Urges Development 
of Power Resources 


In its annual report to the Gov- 
ernor and the Legislature the New York 
State Power Authority urged the 
speedy development of the water- 
power resources of the St. Lawrence 
and Niagara Rivers to permit the state 
to compete with other regions for in- 
dustries that would be attracted by 
cheap industrial power. 

It was pointed out by the authority 
that experience “indicates that cheap 
power is proving a potent magnet in 
drawing industries” to other sections 
of the country. The Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence treaty, which will provide the 
basis for construction of the project, 
the report states, is now before the 
Canadian and United States govern- 
ments awaiting final action prior to 
signature. 

“New York State, with its great water- 
powér resources on the St. Lawrence 
and Niagara Rivers, must indicate its 
determination that these powers shall 
be developed to their fullest extent; 
that the electrical energy from them 
shall flow over a publicly owned trans- 
mission system to the Mohawk Valley, 
to the Southern Tier, to the Hudson 
Valley, to the metropolitan district, and 
that the power shall be sold at cost to 
the industrial enterprises of the state,” 
the report stated. 

“Then, to the extent that cheap in- 
dustrial power influences the location 
of industry, the state can be content 
that it is suffering no handicap in this 
respect.” 

This is the first report issued by the 
authority under the chairmanship of 
James C. Bonbright, professor of finance 
at Columbia University. 


Elects New Directors 


J. M. Beauchamp of New York, a 
vice-president of the Toledo Edison 
Co., and Dr. S. K. Mahon, associated 
with that utility for many years, were 
added to the board of directors at the 
recent stockholders’ meeting. Directors 
left- vacant the presidency, held by the 
late Frank R. Coates. Carroll L. Proc- 
tor, vice-president and general man- 
ager, heads the list of officers re- 
elected. 


Georgia Power Sales 


Merchandise sales of Georgia Power 
Co. in February totaled $115,983, 
109.16 per cent of quota. Sales for the 
first two months this year totaled 
$272,580, 150.39 per cent of quota, or 
$1.51 per customer. 
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Haydon Named Head 
of Maryland Group 


Maryland Utilities Association held 
its annual meeting and election of offi- 
cers at the Lord Baltimore. Hotel, Bal- 
timore, on April 5. Harold G, Haydon, 
Potomac Electric Power Co., Washing- 
ton, D. C., was elected to the presidency, 
succeeding Joseph A. Stoll, Baltimore 
Transit Co. Separate meetings were 
held by the electric, gas and transpor- 
tation groups and a general session 
terminated the day’s gathering. 

Speakers who addressed the electric 
group included H. F. Barnes, General 
Electric Co., Cleveland, who discussed 
“Fluorescent Lighting—As Viewed by 
the Utilities,” and E. C. Brandt, West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
East Pittsburgh, who took as his topic 
“What Is An Engineer?” 

At the general session Edward L. 
Bernays, counsel on public relations, 
New York, took for his subject “Better 
Public Relations—A Challenge to the 
Public Utilities.” In an address on 
“Rate Making—The Modern Ap- 
proach,” Joseph Sherbow, people’s 
counsel, Maryland Public Service Com- 
mission, said in part: 

“I have been struck by the terrific 
waste of time, money and energy in- 
volved in the usual rate case. It is so 
uneconomic that there is no wonder 
that commissions and utilities alike have 
sought some remedy that would bring 
about satisfactory results to the utility 
and the consumer . . . I am convinced 
that regulation of utilities has now 
entered the stage where negotiations 
will take the place of formal rate hear- 
ings to a greater extent than ever be- 
NG i i 

Other officers elected in addition to 
Mr. Haydon were: Robert L. Smith, 
Potomac Edison Co., vice-president; 
R. F. Bonsall, Consolidated Gas, Elec- 
tric Light & Power Co. of Baltimore, 
treasurer (re-elected), and G. F. Jones, 
Potomac Electric Power Co., secretary. 


Los Angeles System 
Opens Unique Office 


Latest addition to a group of branch 
offices of the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power is that in North 
Hollywood, following a design estab- 
lished by the department. For its ex- 
terior effect, the design makes use of a 
new type tempered glass, set in alumi- 
num moldings and illuminated from 
behind (see page 12). 

The illumination is provided by in- 
candescent lamps set 16 in. behind the 
glass in white enamel reflectors, placed 
on 21-in. centers horizontally, 21-in. 
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vertically. Access for cleaning and re- 
placement is by means of ladder and 
catwalks. Total depth of glass panel 
lamps and reflectors and catwalks is 
40 in. : 

Window bays are illuminated with re- 
cessed reflectors using 200-watt lamps. 
Each reflector is covered with a lightly 
etched glass, rounded to give more fin- 
ished appearance to the window and 
to reduce lamp glare from the store. 

Interior illumination is held to 20 
ft..candles at the working surface by 
means of special units. An auditorium 
seating 300 persons is illuminated by 
75-watt lamps on 8-in. centers in a 
continuous cove, which extends around 
all walls just below the ceiling line. 

The building also houses a modern 
electric kitchen. Several successful 
demonstrations have been held there 
and in the auditorium since opening. 


Texas Utility NLRB Order 


The NLRB has directed West Texas 
Utilities Co., San Angelo, to cease domi- 
nating and interfering with the Utili- 
ties Workers Protective Association; to 
refuse recognition of the association as 
a. collective bargaining agency, and to 
offer reinstatement with back pay to 
three workers. 


SEC Plans Conferences 


The SEC has planned a series of con. 
ferences with utility and investme 
banking spokesmen on the subject of 
utility underwriting. It is hoped that 
from these discussions the SEC will be 
in a position to adopt a procedure 
whereby undue delay and expense in 
underwriting will be eliminated. New 
procedure in “arm’s-length” bargaining 
may also be adopted. 


Book on Safety Rules 


The Department of Commerce, Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards, has pub- 
lished its handbook H33 on “Safety 
Rules for the Installation and Main- 
tenance of Electrical Utilization Equip- 
ment,” comprising part 3 and the 
grounding rules of the fifth edition, 
National Electrical Safety Code. 


Power Sales Conference 


A national power sales conference 
sponsored jointly by the Fdison Elec- 
tric Institute and the Southeastern Elec- 
tric Exchange will be held April 25-26 
at Roanoke, Va. 





MEETINGS 


Arkansas Utilities Association—Annual_ meeting, 
Hot Springs, Ark., April 15-16. R. E. Ritchie, 
secretary-treasurer, Little Rock, Ark. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 17-19. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
Merchants Bank Bidg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring meeting, Galen 
Hall, Wernersville, Pa., Apri 24-27. Br. Colin 
:- Fink, per. Columbia University, New 

ork, N. Y. 


iluminatin Sngincoring Society — First annual 
Pacific Coast lighting conference, Los Angeles, 
Calif., April 26-27. F. G. Horton, executive 
secretary, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Spring meeting, Worcester, Mass., May 1-3; 
semi-annual meeting, Milwaukee, Wis., June 
17-21. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 2? West 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Edison Electric Institute—Technical committees, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill., ay 
= _ convention, Atlantic City, MPa 
une 3-6, . 


Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual confer- 


ence, Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, Va., May 9-I1. 
J. W. Talley, executive secretary, 308 Haas- 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


National Fire Protection Association — Annual 
meeting, Atlantic City, N. J., May 6-I!. Robert 
S. Moulton, technical secretary, Batterymarch 
St., Boston, Mass. 


Air Conditioning Manufacturers' Association — 
Annual meeting, tentatively set for The Home- 
stead, Hot Springs, Va., May 10-I1. William B. 
Henderson, executive vice-president, Southern 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

South Dakota Central Station Conference—Annual 
meeting, sponsored by the North Central Elec- 
tric Association, Sioux Falls, S$. D., May 19-20. 

. Olson, secretary-manager, North Central 
Electric Association, 803 Plymouth Bldg., Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

National Electric Manufacturers Association — 
Spring meeting. The Homestead, Hot Springs, 


Va., May 12-17. W. J. Donald, managing di- 
rector, 155 East 44th St., New York. 


National District Heating Association — Annual 
meeting, French Lick Springs Hotel, French 
Lick, Ind., May 14-17. John F.: Collins, Jr. 
secretary-treasurer, 1231 Grant Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Empire State Gas and Electric Association—Elec- 
tric operating group, New York, N. Y., May I7. 
George H. Smith, secretary, Grand Central 
Terminal, New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association—An- 
nual convention, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 19-23. E. Donald Tolles, managing 
director, 165 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual con- 
vention, Hotel Oakland, Oakland, Calif., May 
22-24. Harold O. Noack, Hubbard & Co., 
Oakland, convention chairman. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Accounting and business practice section, Ben- 
son Hotel, Portland, Ore., May 23-24. Berkeley 
Snow, executive secretary, 707 Spalding Bldg., 
Portland, Ore. 

National Association of Purchasing Agents—An- 
nual convention, Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, June 3-6. G. A. Renard, execu: 
— secretary-treasurer, 11 Park Place, New 

ork, 

Public Utilities Advertising Association — Annual 
convention, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., June 
23-24. W. Olcott, Bozell: & Jacobs, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., secretary. 

American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
meeting Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N June 24-28. R. E. Hess, assistant secre 
tary, 260 South Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Sum- 
mer convention, Swampscott, Mass., June 24-28. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 
39th St., New York. 

Canadian Electrical Association — Fiftieth annual 
convention (Golden Jubilee), pereieeys id, 
P. ©., Canada, June 25-28. B. C. Fairchi : 
secretary, 804 Tramways /Bldg., Montreal 
Canada. 


ll 
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Sixth Street, Austin, Tex. 


The city executives and civic leaders of Austin, 
Texas, knew definitely what they wanted when 
they planned the re-lighting of bustling Sixth 
Street and beautiful San Jacinto Boulevard. 
They wanted visibility that would assure safe 
driving and safe walking after dark ... and 
distinctive appearance worthy of Texas’ capital city. 


The photographs tell the story of how completely 
Austin succeeded . . . getting both visibility and 
good appearance by choosing L-M CONTROLITE 
Luminaires mounted on L-M Union Metal Steel 
Standards. Note the results . . . the concentration 
of light on the street, the even distribution of 
light from curb to curb, the absence of light on the 
upper stories of buildings. It’s this kind of lighting 
efficiency, combined with genuinely distinctive 
appearance, that makes the L-M CONTROLITE 
the logical luminaire for boulevard lighting. 
Ask your L-M representative for full details. 


LINE MATERIAL €O. 


MILWAUKEE, WiscCcCOnNsS IN 


L-M Controlite 





KILL-O-BOBCATS—Working on 
the 22,000-volt line of Southern 
Colorado Power Co. to Stone 
City in Pierce Gulch, east of 
Beaver Creek, Fred Snow, Carl 
Thompson and John Skerjanec 
found these two fine specimens, 
a male and female, lying dead 
at the foot of a pole. They 
came in contact with the high- 
power line while playing on 
the arms at the top of the pole. 
Only slight burns showed. 
After they were displayed in 
Canon City a taxidermist made 
them into rugs 


Boston 
Trade Show 


Staging its seventh annual trade show last week, 
the Electrical Manufacturers’ Representatives 
Club of Boston broke all previous records in 
number of displays, with 160 booths, against 
129 last year, over 500 manufacturers repre- 
sented, and 30,000 sq.ft. of active floor space 
utilized. Electrical men from all parts of the 
East attended. 
Right—Visitors examine latest developments in 
the Simplex booth. L to r., seated—Ernest A. 
Staples, L. E, Cotter and D. R. Kenerson, New 
Hampshire State Hospital. Standing—A. H. 
Cheever, R. D. Kimball Co.; R. M. Davis and 
Arthur W. Coombs, Simplex. Below, 1. to r.— 
W. L. Baxter, front row center, representing the 
city of Boston, with leaders, as he opened the 
show. J. S. Patrick, chairman (left), and 
J. J. Caddigan, Boston Edison, are others in the front row. Below right#Visi 
exhibit. L. to r.—R. S. Locke, Sangamo: W. S. Lawrence, Western Masfachy 
sales manager: S. N. Gould, C. R. Gourley and R. H. Campbell, Wes! 
Blakeslee, president, and J. Frank Murray, Western Massachusetts Cos. 


POWER OFFICE—Incandescent lamps in white enamel reflectors are used to 
illuminate tempered glass panels on the front of the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power's North Hollywood office (see page 10 for story) 
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UTILITY DISPLAY—Upward of 400 sq.ft. of photo murals and numerous displays of actual, 

but little seen, equipment featured the exhibit of Texas Electric Service Co. at the Southwestern 

Exposition and Fat Stock Show at Fort Worth. Object of the display was to acquaint the public 

with equipment and activities on a utility system that are not generally seen. 
300,000 attended from twelve states 


More than 
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“MIDDLETON FAMILY” BOX OFFICE HIT . . . Five-reel 

Technicolor, “Middleton Family at World’s Fair” now 
being shown in theatres, clubs, schools and to other groups deftly 
portrays benefits of electricity for every American family and in- 
dustry. It’s a film your own employes would enjoy. 


FIREPROOF AS A ROCK PILE...Inorganic insulation, 
such as eae glass, mica end asbestos permitted 
this air-cooled transformer to be located in rooms adjacent 
to switchboards. This eliminated the necessity for firewalls 

| RS ia or vaults and resulted in savings for Philadelphia Electric 
Ps ‘ Pe 3 . Company in their rebuilt Schuylkill Station. 


BUILDER OF INDUSTRIAL LOAD... Big machine frames 
formerly bolted together or cast integrally can now be 
welded with Westinghouse Portable FlexArc Welder. 
Can be applied to wide range of manufacturing, with 
economy for user and with new load to central stations. 


AIR BREAKERS PROTECT STATION AUXILIARIES . . . Installation 
for an eastern power company marks the first application of Type “U” 
“De-ion” air breakers for station auxiliary service. This 
cubicle unit serves station pumps, fans, pulverizers, etc. 
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Output Drops 1.7% 
in Week of April 6 


Production of electricity by the elec- 
tric light and power industry for the 
week ended April 6 amounted to 2,- 
381,456,000 kw.-hr., a decrease of 1.7 
per cent from the previous week but 


a gain of 9.6 over the corresponding &S 2.4 
week of 1939, according to the Edison “; : 
Electric Institute. 3 
While the output curve maintained * 2.3 
its relative position with respect to 1939 > 
—it has been approximately 10 per 
cent higher so far this year—the dip 2 22 
in the week ended April 6 from the © 
previous week lowered the curve to = 
19.6 per cent above 1938 and to 9.4 per = 2.1 
cent above 1937, the previous high © 
year. 
Weekly Output Millions Kw.Hr. 2.0 
1940 1939 1937 
fon. 6 2,381 Apr. 8 2,174 Apr. 10 2,176 
ar. 30 2,422 Apr. | 2,210 Apr. 3 2,147 1.9 
Mar. 23 2,424 Mar. 25 2,199 Mar. 27 2,200 ° 
Mar. 16 2,460 Mar. 18 2,225 Mar. 20 2,211 
Mar. 9 2,464 Mar. I! 2,238 Mar. 13 2,213 
Mar. 2 2,479 Mar. 4 2,244 Mar. 6 2,200 
Per Cent Change from Previous Year 1.8 J FP WH A WW 
Week Ending 
-___- -_———_. 
Apr. 6 Mar. 30 Mar. 2 
Middle “Atlantic 2.2... Ss 6s 16d  Qutpet for the. week ended. Apel 6 
Central Industrial ..... +13.0 +11.8 Tiss Set at te, wes ae oo s 
West Central prathbae 5. - 68 +75 was 9.8 per cent below last winter’s 
Rocky Mountain ....... 4g 4209 iso Peak. The corresponding decrease in 
Ce acs Keak stew kes +62 +90 +41 1939 was 8.0 per cent; it was 9.6 per 
United States ....... +96 +96 +103 cent in 1938 and 4.5 per cent in 1937. 
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In so far as, regional changes were 
concerned, all regions except the 
Southern and Middle Atlantic states 
showed decreases during the week 
ended April 6 from the previous week. 





Boston Edison to Build 
Tie Line Extension 


Plans are being projected by the 
Boston Edison Co. for the construction 
of a 10-mile extension of its existing 
110-kv. transmission system in the 
Framingham, Mass., area. The present 
110-kv. line between Edgar station and 
Millbury will be tapped at Medway, 
from which point connection will be 
made to Framingham by a single-cir- 
cuit pole line. Additional substation 
facilities will be required at Framing- 
ham, with suitable switching equipment 
at Medway. 

The new circuit will provide a sub- 
stantial reinforcement to existing lower 
voltage transmission circuits now sup- 
plying the rapidly growing Framing- 
ham district, the heart of which is 20 
miles west of Boston proper. 


AF.L. Wins NLRB Dispute 


The American Federation of Labor 
won a victory in a recent National La- 
bor Relations Board case affecting col- 
lective bargaining representation of 
about 3,000 Consumers Power Co. em- 
ployees in Michigan. The board or- 
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dered a hearing preparatory to a new 
election in which the A.F.L.’s Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers will be on the ballot as well as the 
C.1.0. union. 


Signs for More TVA Power 


The city of Chattanooga became 
TVA’s largest municipal customer with 
the signing of a 90,000-kw. capacity 
contract by the Chattanooga Electric 
Power Board. The contract, which re- 
placed the present 30,000-kw. contract, 
will run for thirty years. The same 
wholesale rates will continue. Half of 
the power will be provided by Chick- 
amauga Dam and the rest by other TVA 
dams in the area. 


” 

Will Aid Inquiry 

Dennis J. Driscoll and Willard L. 
Thorp, trustees of the Associated Gas 
& Electric Corp., have written to the 
Federal Power Commission expressing 
their interest in the investigation now 
being conducted by the commission and 
offering aid in securing information re- 
garding the inquiry into affairs of 
Metropolitan Edison Co. 
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East St. Louis Council 
Votes Utility Appraisal 


East St. Louis City Council has 
voted to request the Illinois Commerce 
Commission to determine the value 
of physical assets of the electric, gas 
and water utilities in that city in con- 
nection with the proposal that the city 
buy the utilities. 

The action was taken under a resolu- 
tion introduced by Mayor John T. Con- 
nors. Franchises of the Illinois-lowa 
Power Co. and the Union Electric Co. 
of Illinois have expired and the fran- 
chise of the East St. Louis & Inter- 
urban Water Co. expires in 1944. 


Bombings Trial Date Set 


John A. Marks, Michigan City, Ind., 
charged with conspiracy in connection 
with bombings of Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Co. property, costing the com- 
pany about $250,000, will go to trial 
April 29 in Circuit Court at South 
Bend. The trial originally had been set 
for April 1 and the continuation was 
over protests of the prosecuting attor- 
ney. 
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MacGregor Assumes New 
Duties with Dallas Power 


At a recent meeting of the board of 
directors of the Dallas Power & Light 
Co. George L. MacGregor was ap- 
pointed vice-president and _ general 
manager and will act as chief executive 
of the company. No action was taken 
to fill the vacancy in the office of presi- 
dent, which occurred on the death last 
fall of C. W. Davis. H. K. Doyte, chief 
engineer of the company, was elected 
as a new director to fill the vacancy on 
the board resulting from the death of 
Mr. Davis. 

Mr. MacGregor has advanced in less 
than eleven years from a position on 
the company’s sales force to vice-presi- 
dent and general manager at the age 
of 38. Joining the company in 1929 as 
power salesman, he was made head of 
the industrial sales division in 1931 and 
promoted to general sales manager in 
1933. Last year he was elected a direc- 





tor and immediately thereafter was ap- 


pointed vice-president and assistant 
to the president. 

A native of Texas and a graduate of 
the University of Texas, Mr. Mac- 
Gregor was associated with the West- 


inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
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and the Poole Engineering Machinery 
Co., Baltimore, before joining Dallas 
Power & Light in 1929. 


> Henry A. Morss, Jr., was elected 
a vice-president of the Simplex Wire & 
Cable Co., Cambridge, Mass., at the 


recent annual meeting. 


> Kenpa.t L. Howe, who has been con- 
nected with Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. since 1924 has been 
named manager in charge of sales for 
the company’s Seattle, Spokane and 
Tacoma offices, to succeed the late Buell 
Blake. 


> Georce E. Law, formerly in the appli- 
cation engineering department of the 
Reliance Electric & Engineering Co., 
Cleveland, has been transferred to the 
company’s Chicago office as a sales 
engineer. 


> R. L. Linpsey, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Durham Public 
Service Co., Durham, N. C., was elected 
president of the Chamber of Commerce 
of that city at the recent annual meet- 
ing. 


> J. W. Sweaty has recently become 
acting superintendent of the northern 
division of the Alabama Power Co. He 
assumes the duties and responsibilities 
of J. T. Nolen, who has been trans- 
ferred to the Gadsden district as super- 
intendent. 


> C. R. Hicson, formerly superintend- 
ent of system distribution, Utah Power 
& Light Co., Salt Lake City, has been 
made special consultant on distribution 
engineering and operation for the entire 
system. He has been associated with 
the company since 1912 and had been 
superintendent of system distribution 
since 1928. A. C. Kezrm has been ad- 
vanced from the position of Salt Lake 
division superintendent to that of sys- 
tem superintendent. He has been with 
the company since 1916. 
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K. C. Beckett Organizes 
New Company in Chicago 


Ken C. Beckett, who has been asso- 
ciated with Schweitzer & Conrad, Inc., 
since 1930, has organized his own com- 
pany, the K. C. Beckett Co., with offices 





in Chicago, to represent electrical man- 
ufacturers in that district. The new 
company now represents Schweitzer & 
Conrad in Michigan, Electroline Co. in 
Indiana and G & W Electric Specialty 
Co. in northern Indiana. 

A native of Belle Center, Ohio, Mr. 
Beckett was graduated from the Bliss 
Electrical School, Washington, D. C., in 


- 1920 and received a bachelor of sci- 


ence degree in electrical engineering 
from Newark College of Engineering, 
Newark, N. J., in 1931. Entering the 
employ of the General Electric Co. in 
1920, he spent six months on test, three 
years on design work in the d.c. motor 
engineering department and _ seven 
years as salesman in the industrial de- 
partment in New York. 

In 1930 Mr. Beckett became New 
York district manager for Schweitzer 
& Conrad, was called back to the fac- 
tory in 1932 and from 1932-40 served 
as sales engineer, covering Michigan, 
Indiana, Illinois and part of Wisconsin. 


1940 
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> J. B. TempLeton, formerly vice-presi- 
dent of Templeton, Kenly & Co., Chi- 
cago, has been elected president of that 
organization to succeed W. B. Temple- 
ton, who is now chairman of the board. 


>C. G. Murpocn, assistant secretary- 
treasurer of Laclede Power & Light Co., 
and O. K. Greene, superintendent of 
distribution, were elected directors of 
the company at the recent annual meet- 
ing of stockholders. 


> ALEXANDER NorpeNn, Jr., has been 
elected vice-president of the L. S. Brach 
Manufacturing Corp., Newark, N. J. 


>Don J. Murray has been appointed 
sales manager for General Electric con- 
duit products, with headquarters at 
Bridgeport, Conn. He was formerly dis- 
trict representative for wiring * ma- 
terials at Los Angeles, where he has 
been for the past three years. 


>L. Harry Howe of the Boston Edi- 
son Co. was elected chairman of the 
System Operators of New England for 
1940-41 at the recent annual meeting 
in Boston. Harotp L. Duran, chief 
engineer Central Vermont Public Serv- 
ice Corp., Rutland, was elected secre- 
tary. 


>Norto A. Wricuz, for several years 
advertising manager of Libbey-Owens- 


Ford Glass Co., Toledo, Ohio, has been. 


appointed general sales promotion 
manager of the company and will head 
anew division designed to consolidate 
and expand various sales promotion 
activities. CarLton K. Matson, direc- 
tor of publicity, will assume direction 
of the advertising department in addi- 
tion to his other duties. 


> James S. Moutrton, assistant to the 
Vice-president and assistant general 
manager of Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 
has been appointed to a position in the 
statistical and rate department under 
W. G. Vincent, executive engineer. His 
work will be connected with system 
studies and regulatory, rate and valua- 
tion matters. Mr. Moulton graduated 
from Yale in 1920 and joined the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corp. the fol- 
lowing year. He became executive engi- 
neer of Great Western Power and in 
1930 he moved to the position he is now 
vacating. Taking over this job is A. D. 

RCH, who was an executive assist- 
ant in the San Joaquin Power Division 


of the company, at Fresno. He moves 
to San Francisco. 


>Cuartes E. Witson, vice-president 


since 1934 in charge of the Pacific Coast, 


operations of the Worthington Pump & 
achinery Corp., is moving his head- 
(uarters to the home office of the cor- 
poration at Harrison, N. J., where he 
direct the sales of all products 

ed by the corporation’s Carbon- 


dale division, which specializes in air 
conditioning and refrigeration equip- 
ment. In this work, Mr. Wilson succeeds 
H. A. Feldbush, who henceforth will 
devote his time to the manufacturing 
department of the corporation. Mr. 
Wilson is also assuming directional 
charge of the sales of all the corpora- 
tion’s products built at the Holyoke. 
Mass., factory. He has been connected 
with Worthington Pump for many years 
in various capacities. 


> Wittiam H. Honpce, advertising and 
sales counsel, has resigned as associate 
publisher of Public Service Magazine 
in order to devote more time to the 
business of Pierre L. Miles & Associates, 
national sales representatives of elec- 
trical appliances, Chicago. 


> Joseph A. Scuuttz has been ap- 
pointed purchasing agent of the Mans- 
field works of Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co. Mr. Schaltz has 
been connected with Westinghouse 
since 1938. 


> H. E. Dratte has been appointed 
manager of the petroleum and chemical 
section of the industry engineering de- 
partment of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co. Mr. Dralle has 
been associated with Westinghouse 
since 1916. Following general engineer- 
ing activities, including special work 
with Dr. Frank Conrad, assistant chief 
engineer at Westinghouse, Mr. Dralle 
has specialized in the application of 
electricity to cement, glass, railroad and 
oil industries. 


OBITUARY 
Marshall E. Sampsell 


Marshall E. Sampsell, who was presi- 
dent of the Central Illinois Public 
Service Co. when it was part of the 
Insull utility system, died April 4 in 
his apartment at the Drake Hotel, Chi- 
cago, after an eight-month illness. He 
was 66 years old. 

Mr. Sampsell began his public util- 
ity career in 1903 as receiver for the 
Chicago Union Traction Co. and other 
afhliated street railway companies. Dur- 
ing the several years of receivership 
Mr. Sampsell took an active part in 
street railway negotiations, which re- 
sulted in the adoption of the famous 
Chicago traction settlement ordinance 
of. 1907. Mr. Sampsell served as presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Power & Light 
Co. as well as Central Illinois Public 
Service Co., two of the largest subsid- 
iaries of the Middle West Utilities Co., 
of which he was a director. In the col- 
lapse of the Insull organization Mr. 
Sampsell was removed from all his 
Insull posts, but in 1934 a jury acquit- 
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ted him of the charges that had been 
made against him. ’ 

Mr. Sampsell was an active figure 
in the old National Electric Light Asso- 
ciation. He served as president of the 
Great Lakes geographic division, vice- 
chairman of the Public Relations na- 





-~ 


tional section, chairman of the com- 
mercial national section and as a vice- 
president of the association. He also 
served as president of the Illinois Elec- 
tric Railway Association and of the 
Society for Electrical Development. 


> CuHartes R. Boccs, 56, vice-presi- 
dent, general manager and a director 
of the Simplex Wire & Cable Co., Cam- 
bridge. Mass., and one of the foremost 
authorities in the country on the chem- 
istry of rubber, died at his home in 
Waban, Mass., on April 1. He was a 
native of Nashville, Tenn., and was 
graduated from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 1905. He 
entered Simplex Wire & Cable employ 
as a chemist in 1906; was made fac- 
tory manager in 1918, vice-president in 
1930, a director in 1934 and general 
manager in 1936. Mr. Boggs was the 
holder of important patents in connec- 
tion with vulcanization acceleration and 
the use of deproteinized rubber in in- 
sulated cable. He helped to organize 
the rubber division of the American 
Chemical Society and was its former 
chairman. He was a former vice-presi- 
dent of that society, a fellow of the 
Institution of the Rubber Industry in 
England and of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, 
besides being a member of a number 
of engineering organizations and the 
author of many technical papers. 


> Russet F. Van Doorn, a director of 
the Long Island Lighting Co., who re- 
tired in 1938 after serving as vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer for 25 years, died 
April 1 at his home in Dover, N. J. He 
was born in Quincy, Ill., 78 years ago. 
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Orders Gain Shown 
by General Electric 


Orders received by General Electric 
Co. for the first quarter this year totaled 
$97,490,047, as compared with $86,- 
882,953 for the same period last year, 
an increase of 12 per cent, according 
to Charles E. Wilson, president. 

The company has introduced two 
new refrigerators and a $5 reduction in 
price of three of the more expensive 
models. Rex Cole, metropolitan New 
York distributor, told 500 dealers at 
a meeting last week that sales of Gen- 
eral Electric refrigerators to consum- 
ers through dealers were running bet- 
ter than 50 per cent ahead of the like 
period of last year. 


Lets $151,230 Contracts 
for Voltage Regulators 


Los Angeles Water and Power Com- 
mission, Los Angeles, Calif., has di- 
vided a contract for voltage regulators 


* among three bidders, the entire awards 


totaling $151,230 for 48 regulator units 
in all; 22 units are to be of 75 kva. 
rating, 60-cycle, single-phase, 2,500/ 
5,000-volt primary, 250/500-volt sec- 
ondary, 300/150 amp. secondary feeder, 
and accessories; twelve 150-kva. induc- 
tion feeder-type voltage regulators; and 
fourteen regulators, 75-kva., last noted 
type. The awards are: General Electric 
Co., $113,966; Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co., $22,552, and 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co., 
$14,712. 


New Plan to Reserve Stock 


Stockholders of the Copperweld Steel 
Co. at their annual meeting on April 24 
will vote on a proposal to terminate the 
reservation of 1,000 shares of $10 par 
common stock for purchase by employ- 
ees, the remainder of 10,000 shares 
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authorized for the purpose in 1929, 
and will consider a new plan to reserve 
30,000 shares of $5 par common stock 
for sale to employees and officers. 


Report Sales Spurt 
in Vacuum Cleaners 


Electrical vacuum cleaner sales took 
a sharp upturn in February, showing 
an increase of 28.54 per cent over the 
same month in 1939, compared to a 
17.12 per cent gain announced for 
January. 

February total was 144,373, against 
112,322 in February, 1939, according 
to figures reported by C. G. Frantz, 
executive secretary of the Vacuum 
Cleaner Manufacturers’ Association. It 
was the second highest February in 
the industry’s history and the sixteenth 
consecutive month, with one exception, 
to show an increase over the same 
month a year before. 

Cleaner sales in the first two months 
of 1940 totaled 264,541, which is 23.18 
per cent above the 1939 total for the 
period, 214,921. 


Oil Burner Shipments 


Domestic shipments of oil burners 
during February totaled 11,298 units, 
as compared with 12,710 in January 
and 7,378 in February, 1939, according 
to the Department of Commerce. 


Will Move New York Office 


The New York office of Brown Co., 
headquarters for sales of Bermico fibre 
conduit, will be moved from 420 Lex- 
ington Avenue to 500 Fifth Avenue as 
of May 1. The company’s products in- 
clude a complete line of underground 
fibre conduit and fittings. Brown Co.’s 
mills are located at Berlin, N. H., and 
LaTuque, P. Q., Canada. 


Babcock & Wilcox 
- Operations Up 25% 


Operations of Babcock & Wilcox Co, 
are running about 25 per cent above the 
1939 average, A. G. Pratt, president, 
told stockholders at the recent annual 
meeting. Continuance of this rate, Mr. 
Pratt added, is dependent upon incom- 
ing orders. Business in the first two 
months of 1940 was satisfactory, but was 
under the rate for the fourth quarter 
of last year. Unfilled orders on Feb- 
ruary 1, 1940, were at about the same 
level as on December 1, 1939. Mr. 
Pratt described the outlook as fair as 
far as present orders are concerned. The 
company expects utility, marine and in- 
dustrial work during the year, but he 
would make no forecast as to the 
volume. Within the last month the 
company has paid off $500,000 in bank 
loans. 

Among the companies reporting oper- 
ations for 1939 are the following. 

ANACONDA Wire & CasLte—Net income, 
$648,899, equal to $1.53 each on 421,981 
shares of common capital stock, contrasted 
with deficit of $97,781 in 1938. Current 
assets on December 31 last, $11,132,047 and 
current liabilities, $2,357,828. 

CanapIAN GENERAL ELectric — Net in- 
come, $2,150,027, equal after dividend re- 
quirements on 38,000 shares of 5 per cent 
employees’ special preferred stock of $50- 
par outstanding at year-end, to $10.88 each 
on 188,845 shares of $50 par common stock. 
This compares with 1938 net income of 
$1,883,581, or $9.47 a common share. Cur- 
rent assets of December 31 last amounted 
to $17,759,200 and current liabilities were 
$2,343,466. 

Harvey Husserr, Inc.—Net income, 
$390,078, equal to $2.43 each on 160,000 
shares of $5 par common stock, against 
$187,357, or $1.17 a share, the year be 
fore. Current assets as of December 31 
amounted to $1,466,384 and current liabil- 
ities were $270,604. 


Borc-WarNner—Consolidated net profit 
$5,683,801, equal to $2.43 a share on oll: 


‘standing common stock. This com 


with a loss of $19,966 in 1938. Sales 
totaled 69.28 per cent of the 1937 dollar 
volume, which was the companys 
year. \Volume of business in the 
quarter. of 1940, C. S. Davis, president, 
said, will show improvement over the 0 
responding quarter last year. 
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H. W. Bodendieck Organizes 
New Equipment Company 


Announcement has been made of the 
organization of the Bodendieck Tool 
Co., with headquarters in Taylorville, 
Ill, to engage in the design and manu- 
facture oof electrical maintenance 
equipment. 

The company is owned and headed 
by H. W. Bodendieck, who was the 
founder, as well as president and gen- 
eral manager of the Tips Tool Co. from 
its inception until July, 1937, when it 
was taken over by the A. B. Chance 
Co. of Centralia, Mo. Mr. Bodendieck 
remained with the Chance Co. until 
last June. F. D. White, who was for 
many years connected with the Central 
Illinois Public Service Co. in various 
capacities involving the design, con- 
struction, maintenance and operation 
of electrical properties, is handling 
the sales of the company. 


Acorn Fluorescent Corp. 


Announcement has been made of the 
formation of the Acorn Fluorescent 
Corp. with plant at 26 Waverly Place, 
New York City. Acorn Fluorescent 
Corp. specializes in essential parts for 
the fluorescent lamp industry, included 
in which are glow switches, thermal 
switches, reactors, etc. 


Philco-York Sales Drive 


An intensive national merchandising 
campaign to market the Philco-York 
portable air conditioning line as the 
summer weather approaches got under 
way this week. The $129.50 “packaged” 
model will be stressed. 


Electric Fan Market 


Carry-overs of dealers’ stocks of elec- 
tric fans are the lightest in many years, 
according to Fred Sindermann, Gen- 
eral Electric’s fan sales manager, who 

returned from a tour of the country. 

Mr. Sindermann said that 1939 was a 

fan year than manufacturers’ 

sales alone indicated. He saw a favor- 
able outlook for sales this year. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Industrial leaders feel that something of a business boom is in the making. 
Orders have shown some expansion of late. Fighting in Europe caused some 
buyers to place orders as a hedge against a price increase. Utilities are continu- 
ing with their construction programs. Appliance sales are increasing. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Commenting at a meeting of plant fore- 
men at the Lynn plant last w Charles 
E. Wilson, president of the General Elec- 
tric Co., forecast continued improvement 
of business while H. L. Andrews, vice- 
president of the same company, noted that 
there were more than 21,000 employees 
of the company in Massachusetts and 
between $22,000,000 and $24,000,000 worth 
of equipment was bought annually in 
New England by that company. 

Orders for electric cable are being re- 
ceived in this district and inquiries are 
coming in at an encouraging rate. Collyer 
Insulated Wire Co., Pawtucket, R. L., re- 
cently obtained a Navy contract amount- 
ing to $42,140 and the American Steel & 
Wire Co., Worcester, Mass., has been 
awarded a contract for $9,790. Last week 
the Navy placed an order for ventilating 
equipment with B. F. Sturtevant Co., 
Boston, for $6,710. 

Small motor sales are steady; consider- 
able amount of wiring materials is being 
priced and the outlook for increased busi- 
ness due to a strong trend toward hous- 
ing project development is good. 

Worcester County Electric Co. has be- 
gun a $65,000 chimney reconstruction job 
on its Webster Street station, where a 
Pratt-Daniel cinder catcher installation will 
be made. 

The sixth annual Electrical Trade Show, 
held last week in Boston, was the largest 
and most successful from the standpoint 
of inquiries and business booked. More 
than 10,000 visitors attended. Merchandis- 
ing in this area is becoming more active; 
the Boston area promises a large volume 
of appliance sales. In Vermont 40 refrig- 
erators were sold last week. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Prices continue to waver, several staple 
items being quoted below present cost, 
apparently on the basis of previous for- 
tunate purchases. Large groups of items, 
such as wiring devices or condulets, are 
still stable and apparently untouched, but 
the smaller sizes of rubber-covered wire 
and conduit, both rigid and flexible, are 
steadily descending. Most low-cost hous- 
ing wiring contracts have been disappoint- 
ing because of the exceedingly cheap ma- 
terial demanded by their very nature, 
with average dining or living room fixtures 
selling below $2 each. 

Industrial business is particularly good, 
varied and widespread, including such 
major activities as the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co.’s steam plant costing $5,000,- 
000 to handle Union Oil Co.’s refinery 
at Oleum, Calif.; a $2,000,000 beet sugar 
lant at Rio Vista, Calif., to be opened in 


uly, 1941; a marine terminal for Rich- 


field Oil at Seattle; a $1,000,000 salt re- 
fin at Newark, Calif.; two assembly 
buildings for Lockheed plane plant, at 
Burbank and probably expansion for Santa 
Monica airplane industry. Portland is 
building a 2-mile spur to the Aluminum 
Co. of America plant, and contracts aggre- 
gating nearly 1,700,000 bbl. of cement 
or Friant Dam unit of Central Valley 
project will apparently be awarded to 
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northern California mills. Estimated cur- 
rent consumption for this uction will 
be 33,000,000 kw.-hr. i is 
constructing a combined warehouse, assem- 
bly plant and prospective factory in Oak- 
land, mainly for its tractor business. 


NEW YORE 


Something of a business boom is in the 
making, according to Washington sources 
dealing with reports from all sections of 
the country. This is being backed by a 
feeling of greater optimism of industrial 
leaders. The Federal Reserve Board re- 
ports that business is ready to end its 
recent decline and that consumption is as 
large as production. 

The utility picture has been clouded as 
a result of the move by SEC to force inte- 
gration. There are signs that constitu- 
tionality test of the act will be made. 

While incoming orders have been slow 
in many industries, indications are that a 
slight upturn in business would drive 
many pending orders into production. 
Some buyers placed orders this week as a 
hedge against rising prices now that ac- 
tual fighting has started in Europe. First 
quarter earnings of leading electrical 
equipment companies show large gains 
over last year. 

Utilities in this area report good busi- 
ness and that a pickup in demand for 
power will cause them to speed construc- 
tion programs. There has been an increase 
in interest in adequate wiring, with a good 
volume of promotion under way. 


CHICAGO 


In the face of the many uncertainties 
retarding business plans, there are several 
factors which lend encouragement to the 
outlook for the electrical industry. A num- 
ber of utility construction programs sched- 
uled for this year are now fully under 
way. Commonwealth Edison Co. announced 
a three-year program which will add 360,- 
000 kw. of additional generating capacity 
at a cost of approximately $100,000,000. 
Of this amount about $42,000,000 will be 
spent during 1940. 

‘Manufacturing plant expansion in this 
district during the first quarter involved a 
total expenditure of $16,000,000, four times 
as much as in the same period last year. 
Of 25 manufacturers of electrical equip- 
ment reporting to the Electric Association, 
seventeen show an increase in sales in 
March over February, while 23 registered 
gains over the first quarter last year. 
Seventy-five per cent of the electrical 
wholesalers reported a decrease in sales 
from February, but all of them had in- 
creases over the first quarter of 1939. 

One large manufacturer of wiring de- 
vices reports sales running 40 per cent 
ahead of last year. Appliance sales are 
up on an average of 14 per cent, with some 
of the smaller lines, however, running as 
much as 23 per cent ahead of last year. 
A large apartment hotel has installed 115 
new electric ranges in addition to six 
commercial units. 


(1149) 19 








Utility Stocks Advance; Bonds Hold Firm 
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Unsteadiness following the spread of the European war failed to destroy the stock 
gains made on the preceding days. “Electrical World” index advanced to 31.9 from 


31.6 last week; last year, 27.8. 


Utility bonds remained unchanged at 106.3 





Columbia Gas Pays 
Common Dividend 


Directors of the Columbia Gas & 
Electric Corp. resumed last week divi- 
dends on its common stock with the 
declaration of a disbursement of 20 
cents a share on the corporation’s 12,- 
223,256 common shares. This is the 
first common dividend declared by the 
utility in nearly 2% years, the payment 
of such dividends having been restricted 
by the SEC until such time as the cor- 
poration had accumulated an earned 
surplus, dating from December 31, 
1937, of $9,763,050. 

The common stock dividend, together 
with the regular preferred dividends 
also declared, is payable on May 15 to 
holders of record of April 20. 

Philip G. Gossler, chairman of the 
board, declared the cash position of the 
corporation is favorable and there are 
no bank loans outstanding. Mr. Gossler 
expressed the belief that the Columbia 
Gas & Electric system would be found 
to constitute a single integrated utility 
system by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission in its application of Sec- 


tion 11 of the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act. In the event that a favor- 
able decision should eventually be 
handed down by the commission and, 
depending upon a favorable market for 
refunding of securities, Mr. Gossler 
said, “it is anticipated that large reduc- 
tions in fixed charges of the parent 
company can be effected involving cor- 
respondingly increased earnings for the 
common stock.” 


New Issues in 1940 
Total $215,404,600 


New security issues of electric light 
and power companies during the first 
quarter of 1940 totaled $215,404,600, 
compared with $135,354,000 during the 
similar period of 1939. The new financ- 


ing was essentially for refunding pur- 


poses. 

March closed the quarter with a 
total of $35,176,300, compared with 
$83,710,000 in February and $26,025,- 
000 in March, 1939. The bulk of the 


March financing was for refunding out- 


standing issues and only a small par 
represented new capital. 

The outstanding feature of the 
month was the prominent part played 
by privately placed issues. They had 
dropped off in the past few months, but 
in March they staged a comeback. This 
trend applied not only to the utilities 
but to all corporate financing. Every 
light and power issue was privately 
placed, with the exception of a smal] 
preferred stock offering. 


Court Approves Byllesby 
Settlement of $252,000 


A settlement of $252,000 in the 
$5,000,000 suit of stockholders against 
the Northern States Power Companies 
of Minnesota and Delaware and H. M. 
Byllesby & Co. has been approved by 
District Judge Frank E. Reed in Min. 
neapolis. 

The suit was brought in 1938 by five 
stockholders, who complained that the 
Byllesby corporation bought securities 
of individual power companies and then 
sold them through its chain of sub- 
sidiaries until they reached Northern 
States Power. They charged that the 
company paid exorbitant prices for the 
securities. 

The Byllesby corporation recently 
offered the $252,000 settlement with- 
out admission of responsibility. This 
settlement was approved by the plain- 
tiffs also. 





Utility Reports 

1940 1939 
Iifornia O} Power. . $917,580 $894,189 
“lows So Southern bern Uri nit Sia. 4738 
Central Illinols Light........ 2.198097 1,922.02 
Central Maine Power....:... 2,115,574 1,816,318 
Consumers Power ........... 9,930, 063,09 
Georgia DE acc suawnce 4,794, ny 
SE OME 1a. vencoce tence’ 252,! am! 
canes aoe & Light no 1 

Ssippi Power .....-...++ . * 
Nevada-California Electric.. 329,276 324,93) 
Public Service Co N. H. re 935,788 
Sierra Pacific Power......... 777,732 707,820 


*Twelve months ended January ay 
tTwelve months ended February 


New Issues of Electric Light and Power Securities in March 





— 


Amount 
Name of Company (Par Value) 
Central Electric & Telephone Co. . $3,800,000 
200,000 
Central Illinois Light Co......... 9,376,300 
Dresser Power Corp............. 4,800,000 


9,500,000 
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Per Cent 
Price | Yield 
100 4.50 
45.75 | 13.115 
eae 
105 2.95 








100 i: 
100 4.25 


100 4.25 
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Holds Old Timers’ Party 


Century Electric Co. held an Old 
Timers’ party recently at the Missouri 
Athletic Club in St. Louis for those who 
had been with the organization twenty 
years or more. The party was attended 
by people from Cleveland, Chicago, 
Cincinnati and New York, as well as 
from the factory and general office at 
St. Louis, numbering in all 155. Sev- 
eral of the oldest have 38 years of 
service. 

8 


Move Transformer Group 


Headquarters of O. M. Haullinger, 
transformer sales manager of Line Ma- 
terial Co., has been transferred to the 
new Line Material transformer plant at 
Zanesville, Ohio. The transfer of trans- 
former headquarters was deemed neces- 
sary because of the continued rapid 
expansion of the company’s transformer 
division. Prior to the change, which 
became effective April 1, Mr. Hul- 
linger’s headquarters was at the home 
offices of the company in Milwaukee, 
Wis. 


Receives $300,000 Award 


Moloney Electric Co., St. Louis, Mo., 
has been awarded a contract for trans- 
formers by the Los Angeles Water and 
Power Bureau, Los Angeles, Calif., at 
$300,000. 


Calls Bonds for Payment 


Anchor Hocking Glass: Corp. has 
called for redemption on April 30 all 
outstanding shares of $6.50 convertible 
preferred stock at $110 each and ac- 
crued dividends of 54.2 cents. 


Babcock & Wilcox Dividend 


Babcock & Wilcox Co. has declared 
4 common dividend of 20 cents a share, 
payable on April 30 to stock of record 
of April 15. The previous dividend was 
25 cents a share in April, 1938. 


Requests Power Grant 


The Turner Falls Power & Electric 
Co. has petitioned the Masgachusetts 
Public Utilities Commission for author- 
ity to acquire necessary lands to sup- 
ply power to the Northeast Army Air 

under construction at Chicopee 
and to do away with hazards to army 
Planes using the airport. 


Sales Opportunities 


Seattte, Wasu.—City Department of 
Lighting, E. R. Hoffman, superintendent, 
plans two power substations in Univer- 
sity district and at East Madison and 
29th Streets North, respectively, to cost 
about $125,000, with transformers, regu- 
lators, switchgears and other equipment. 
Also will e extensions and improve- 
ments in North, South, Ballard and Rox- 
bury power substations in different parts 
of city, with installation of additional 
equipment. Work scheduled to be car- 
ried out this year. 


CnHarteston, S. C.—South Carolina 
Public Service Authority has plans and 
surveys in progress for several transmis- 
sion lines for power supply from Pinop- 
olis hydroelectric generating plant, now 
in course of construction, to different 
parts of State, including power substa- 
tions and switching stations, forming sec- 
tion of Santee-Cooper Power and Navi- 
gation project. A large appropriation will 
be arranged for work. Bids for initial lines 
will be asked in near future. Harza En- 
gineering Co., 27 Cumberland Street, 
Charleston, is consulting engineer. 


Denver, CoLo.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until April 22 for 
three 37x19-ft. automatic radial gates for 
installation at Vallecito Dam, Pine River 
project, Idaho. All equipment will be 
installed by Government (Specifications 
1353-D); also, until April 29 for four 
13,333-kv., 69-cycle, single-phase, oil-im- 
mersed, water-cooled transformers, 16,320 
to 79,677/138,000, and 39,838/69,000 Y- 
volt, and for one 16,500-volt current-lim- 
= reactor assembly, for Unit No. A-9, 
Boulder power plant, Boulder Canyon 
project, Arizona-California-Nevada. Appa- 
ratus will be installed by government 
(Specifications 900). 


Los Ancetes, Catir.—Aluminum Co. of 
America, Inc., Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., plans installation of motors and con- 
trols, conveyors, switchgear, duct lines, 


power els and other equipment in 
new additions to branch plant at Vernon, 
Los Angeles, used for production of 


light metal parts for aircraft, etc. Com- 
pany has acquired tract of 30 acres of 
adjoining property for expansion. Pro- 

to in work soon. Cost esti- 
mated close to $2,000,000 


Pumapetpuia, Pa—Gulf Oil Corp., 
Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, regula- 
tors, duct lines, electric-operated pump- 
ing machinery, switchgear and other equip- 
ment in new addition to cil refining plant 
at Penrose Avenue and 30th Street, 
Philadelphia, where additional tract of 
about 30. acres of land recently has been 
acquired. Entire project is reported to 
cost close to $4,000,000 


Knoxvitte, Tenn.—Director of Pur- 
chases, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knox- 
ville, receives bids until April 22 for 15-kv. 
outdoor metal-clad switchgear units and 
generator surge protective equipment for 
power house extension for generators Nos. 
3 and 4 at Wheeler Dam hydro-electric 
— station. Also, until April 26 for 
ydraulic turbine, with or without gover- 
nor, for unit No. 3, Pickwick Dam hydro- 
electric power plant; and at last noted 
time, for electric generator and acces- 
sories for hydraulic turbine noted at Pick- 
wick station. 
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Omana, Nes—Nebraska Power Co., 
plans extensions in primary and 
secondary lines for extensions in rural 
electric system in parts of Dodge and 
Washington Counties, totaling about 45 
miles in all, with line transformers, serv- 
ice facilities, etc. Permission has been 
granted. Company also plans extensions in 
rimary and secondary lines in part of 
eeeee County for similar service, total- 
ing about 13 miles, and has made appli- 
cation for permission. 


NorFoik, ental, Electric & 
Power Co., Richmond, Va., has taken out 
a permit for improvement in steam-elec- 
tric generating plant on Reeves Avenue, 
Norfolk, forming part of program now 
under way at station for smoke elimina- 
tion, as well as ash-handling and other 
improved facilities, previously referred to 
in these columns. Entire project will cost 
approximately $300,000, including equip- 
ment. Stone & Webster Engineering Corp., 
49 Federal Street, Boston, Mass., is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Donora, Pa—American Steel & Wire 
Co., Rockefeller Building, Cleveland, Ohio, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
electric-operated wire-drawing machinery, 
conveyors, regulators, power panels, duct 
lines, electric hoists and other equipment 
for expansion and modernization in branch 
mill at Donora. Cost estimated close to 
$500,000. Proposed to begin work early 
in fall. 

Kansas City, Kan.—Board of Public 
Utilities, City Hall, Charles A. Lowder, 
secretary, receives bids until April 17 for 
one outdoor-type switchhouse unit and 
accessories. 

PortLanp, Ore.—Administrator, Bonne- 
ville Proiect, Department of Interior, 811 
N. E. Oregon Street, Portland, receives 
bids until April 19 for —— pole 
line and guy hardware for 115-kv. trans- 
mission lines between St. Johns and As- 
toria, Ore., and Yakima and Ellensburg, 
Wash. (Circular 930); also, at same time 
for one deep-well turbine-type pumpi 
unit, complete with pressure tank an 
accessories (Circular 932). And, until 
April 22 for four 4,000-kva. transformers 
(Circular 922). 


Houston, Tex.—Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Co., Paint Division, Grant Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., plans installation of motors 
and controls, transformers and other power 
substation equipment, duct lines, regula- 
tors, conveyors and other equipment in 
new branch plant at Houston, to occupy 
part of a 2l-acre tract of land acquired 
a number of months ago. Plant will con- 
sist of three main one-story buildings and 
auxiliary structures. Cost estimated about 
$350,000. Work is scheduled to begin soon. 


SeaTtLe, Wasn.—City Purchasing 
Agent, Willard V. Pape, City Hall, Seattle, 
will take bids soon for equipment re- 
quired for reinsulation and improvements 
in transmission line between Seattle and 
Tacoma, Wash., used for interchange of 
surplus hydroelectric power for emergency 
standby service. Project will be carried 
out jointly by two municipalities noted, 
and will require 15,000 insulator units, 
quantity of line hardware, new 45,000 
60,000-kva. self-cooled transformer bank, 
73-kv. three-pole oil circuit breaker, dis- 
connecting switches and other line and 
miscellaneous station equipment. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Motor Control 


iii This new syn- 
chronous motor 
control features the 
slip-cycle imped- 
ance relay to con- 
trol synchronizing 
speed, so that the 
field cannot be ap- 
plied until the mo- 
tor has reached a 
speed at which it 
can synchronize its 
load. This speed is 
set on a trial start 
by an adjusting 
screw on the front 
of the relay. 


Slip-cycle-impedance relay for field applica- 
tion in synchronous motor control; magnetic 
or semi-magnetic forms for full voltage, re- 
duced voltage or = winding starting. Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


Fluorescent Unit 


“Grenadier,” two-lamp fluorescent unit, espe- 
cially applicable for low ceiling areas, re- 
uiring 4/44 in. for mounting. F. W. Wake- 
eld Brass Co., Vermilion, Ohio. 


In this unit the two-lamp ballast is used 
with separately mounted starters located 
in the lamp holders. Thus the switch can 
be renewed if it is damaged or wears out. 
In certain installations, if a lower mount- 
ing height is desired, a semi-rigid hanger 
will be supplied. 


Sterilamp Fixture 


A new fixture for the 30-inch Sterilamp, op- 
erating on 110-120 volts, 60-cycle a.c. West- 
inghouse Lamp Division, Bloomfield, N. J. 


The company states that because the 
finish is corrosion-resistant, the fixture is 
applicable to refrigerators and other places 
of high humidity. At one end of the fix- 
ture is a transformer in a box 7x3¥ in. and 
less than 3 in. high. Two new features 
claimed are that the socket must be placed 
in operating position to establish contact 
with the lamp and there is a switch in the 
box with a contact piece attached to the 
cover so that the circuit is open when the 
cover is off. 


Small Motor 


A new line of ball bearing and self-aligning 
sleeve bearing shaded-pole motors; power 
output from 3 to 15 watts; a.c. motors are 
four-pole with top speed 1,600 r.p.m. Rus- 
sell Electric 340 W. Huron St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


Differing from most fractional-horse- 
power motors, the mechanical system does 
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not depend on the stator for alignment. 
It has a recess in the end frame for the 
spacer shell and a second recess for the 
stator. The ball-bearing motors will oper- 
ate in any position and will withstand 
substantial end thrust, claims the com- 
pany. 


Automatic Reset 


The timer consists essentially of an in- 
closed snap-action switch unit which is 
actuated by an operating arm driven in 
one direction by a small synchronous motor 
with an inclosed magnetically operated 
gear clutch and a spring-resetting means 
to the starting position after the time cycle 


RS automatic reset timer for heating controls, 
testing apparatus, signal systems; contact 
capacity 10 amp. at 115 volts or 5 amp. at 
230 volts. R. W. Cramer Co., Inc., Center- 
brook, Conn. 


has been completed. The time settings 
are adjusted by setting the pointer to the 
desired time scale. 


Dust Hood 


Dust hood as protection against dust and 
yw ag Jackson Electrode Holder Co., Detroit, 
ich. 


Hood is of black, tailored, rubberized 
fabric, fitting the shoulders. Headgear is 
fitted with curved air tube having 24 vents. 
Hose clipped to operator's belt and 
equipped with detachable fitting to connect 
with plant airline. Has a 63x99-in. “Plas- 
tacele” window, which can be replaced 
by a black fiber unit having a 2%x44-in. 
clear opening for use on paint-spraying 
operations. 


For names, addresses and products of 
electrical manufacturers, see “Electrical 
World” Electrical Buyers Reference first. 


SELL TAT A LL 


Glow Switch 


Features claimed’ 
for this new indi- 
cating glow switch 
are that a red glow 
indicates when the 
current is turned on 
prior to the light- 
ing of the fluores- 
cent lamp, and 
positive action and 
reduced time, due to 
the controlling ac- 
tion in the switch. 


: 


Indicating glow switch for use with 15-, 20-, 
30- and 40-watt fluorescent tubes. ‘orn 
Fluorescent Corp., 26 Waverly Place, New 
York, N. Y. 

« 


Fluorescent Luminaire 


Self-contained fluorescent luminaire for two 
—— lamps. Wiremold Co., Hartford, 
onn. 


Industrial, commercial, school or public 
building installations are the main appli- 
cations of this new luminaire. Exterior 
finish is aluminum. The new fixture is 
completely wired (less lamps). 


ie 


Pulley Covering 


Non-slip pulley covering for pulleys. Non- 4 
* Linge Covering Co., 777 Hertel Ave, — 
uffalo, N. Y. 


This material is applied to the face of © 
pulleys to prevent belt slippage. Avail 
able in 9-sq.ft. sheets, from which strips” 
of the proper width and length to go 
around the pulley twice may be torn. 


Lamp Changer 


Safety lamp changer and base remover for — 
industrial plants, utility companies, railroads, 
garages and department stores. G. R. 

sey Mfg. Co., Inc., East Hampton, Conn, 


The changer head is made of a high- ~ 
grade Para rubber. Used directly by hand © 
or with pole, it is said to eliminate ham 
ards of cuts, burnt hands, flying glass, 
falls or shocks from current. The chang- 
er head slides over and holds the lamp. 
The more upward pressure exerted on the ~ 
changer head the more friction against the — 
lamp. Broken bases are removed by re 
versing the head, with more upward pres — 
sure producing more friction. 


Resistors 


The wire is space wound upon a Stea- 
tite core of eliptical cross-section. 
ends of the windings are brazed to tem 
minals and the entire element imbedded ~ 
in fused vitreous enamel. ; 


Blue ribbon resistors with intermediate taps = 
adjustable contact bands, non-inductive winG-” 
ing, non-standard lengths and ratings. Hard 
wick, Hindle, Inc., Newark, N. J. i 
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